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There is a noticeably’constant/fluctuation in the list of private 
commercial and business schools. Out of a list of approximately 
1,850 private commercial schoms of which the Office of Education 
had record during the period nom June, 1925, to June, 1929, reports 
were received from 743. Of/these 743 schdols 171, or 23 per cent, 
were organized' and 197, o^6.5^ per cent, were discontinued during 
that period. The size of the city in which a school is located seems, 
in general, to be related in some way to the probable permanency of 
the school. Of the thret^oups of cities classified in this report accord- 
ing to size, Group III,yities having a population of fewer than 30,000, 
had the largest per cent of schools discontinued since that date. This 
size group of citios.i^ludes 51 per cent of the total number of schools 
organized and 47 wr cent of the total number discontinued during 
the period studiccy 

For the same wriod Group 1 — that is, cities having a population of 
100,000 or mortf^had 32 per cent of the schools organized and 34 
per cent of thPse discontinued; Group 11, cities having a population 
of 30,000 to y()0,000, had 17 per cent* of those organized and 19 per 
cent of Ihos/ discontinued. The greatest stability in the number of 
private comiieroial schools, according to these data, is in cities having 
a population of 30,000 to 100,000, while the greatest instability is in 
cities haying a population of fewer than 30,000. 

Of th /743 schools ref^red to, 375, or 50.5 per cent, were organized 
previo^ to June, 1925, and were still in existence in June, 1929, 
Of* these 375 schools, • 196, or 52 per cent, showed increased enroll- 
nientfe since June, 1925, and. l'^9, or 48 per cent, showed decreased 
onrOTlments, The greatest number of schools in any group showing 
inrfease in enrollments and the greatest number showing decrease 
iiy enrollments are both m Group III. In this group of cities 39 per 
oent showed increase in enrollments while 43 per cent showed decrease 
in enrollments. The greatest stability in enrollment as measured 
/by these items is again in schools located in cities having a popula- 
tion of 30,000 to 100,000, and the greatest instability again in schools 
located in cities having a population of fewer than 30,000. 

Six hundred and fifty -one private commercial and' business schools 
reporting to the Office of Education in June, 1929, had a total enroll- 
ment of 179,756 students, of whom 121,215 ’were women and 58,541 
wve men. These 651 schools employed 4,074 instructors, of whom 
2 , 2 ! 1 wore women and 1,863 were men. For the schools reporting, 
the three States having the largest total enrollment are New York 
with 25jO60, Pennsylvania' jvith 16,970, and lUinois with 16,790. 
The three States having the largest number of schools are New York 
• with 71, Pennsylvania with 64, and Ohio ^th 46. 
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The total enrollment in day classes for the 629 schools reporting 
_ on this item was 120,505, of whom 85,577, or 71, per cent, were women. 
The total. enrollment in evening clas.ses for the 487 schools reporting 
was 59,251, of whom 35,638, or 60 per cent, were w'omen. The total 
enrollment for both day and evening classes for these schools was 
179,756, of whom 121,215, or 67.4 per cent, were women. The day- 
school enrollment was 67 per cent of the fbtal day and evening school 
enrollment. The evening-school enrollment was only 49 per cent of 
the day-school enrollment. 

In no instance does the Airollinent by subjects in the evening school 
equal the day-school enrollnient in the same subject. The nearest 
approach to equality is in the case of men enrolled in accountancy, 
in which subject the evening-school enrollment for men is almost 90 
per cent of the day enrollment of nien irt thi^siibject. 

However, for women enrolled in accountancy the evening-school 
enrollment in only 60.6 per cent of the day-school enrollment. The 
greatest differonce between day and evening school enrollments bv 
subjects is found in the salesmanship course. For this course only 
8 per cent as many women w'cre enrolled in th^ evem\ig classes as 
were enrolled in the day classes. For this course therc_ were 14 per 
cent as many men enrolled in the evening ’classes as were ehrolled in 
the day classes, hor secretarial work only 14 per cent as many women 
are enrolled in the evening classes as are enrolled in day classes. 

For every subject but one there is a greater difference between the 
day-school and evening-school enrollments for women than there is 
for men, the difference being in favor of the day-school enrollment. 
The one exception to this sex differonce is in the caseof machine operat- 
ing, and here the difference is so slight as to be almost negligible. 
The sex difference between day and evening school enrollments in , 
the private business schools may be partly accounted for by the assump- 
tion that- relatively more men than women enroll in evening school' 
for additional training for promotional purposes. 

I* or the schools reporting, the total day-school and evening-sdhool 
enrollments were cQ^npiled by States. In only the following States 
did th^otal evepingfschool enrollment e.xcced the total day-scdiool 
enrollment: Connecticut, District ofColumbia, Maiyland, New Jersey, 
and Rhode Island. ' 

A study of enrollments by school subjects, relative to the amount of 
education completed, shows that approximately 6ve times as many 
students have completed high school as have had sonoe college worl^ 
the 'same ratio exists between the number of ’high-school graduatS 
and the number whp had completed eight grades or less. The differ- 
ence is again in favor of the high-school graduates. 

The number who have had only some high-school ‘work is slightly 
leas than half the number who have graduated from high school. For 
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students enrolled secretarial courses 55 schools reported 969 as 
ha^g only an eighth-grade education or less. One hundred and 
fifteen schools reported 2,748 who had some high'school work; 191 ^ 
schools reported 10,567 who had graduated from high school. One 
hundr^ and thirty-seven scho(^Is reported 2,180 who had had some 
.college training. I,t is interesting to note that for every five studente 
enrolled in the secretarial Courses w'ho had had some high-school 
work but were not high-gchool graduates, four were enrolled who 
had had some college training. 

Of the 305 schools offering day courses in bookkeeping, 225, or 74 
per cent, have courses varying from 6 to 10 months in length. For 
stenography 170, or 78 per cent, of the 217 schools reporting on t.hia 
item have the same range for the length of the course. For the com- 
bined course 30 'per cent require a 12-month course. The length of 
evening courses in the different subjects varies greatly, but in general 
is from one and one-half to two times that of the day courses. 

Of the 651 private business schools included in this study, 63 
reported that they offered commercial teaser-training curricula 
from which 452 students were graduated in 1928-29 and received 
licenses to teach commercial .subjects. The minimum entrance 
requirements for these curricula included graduation from high school. 
The length of the curriculum varied from one to four years. 

Out of the 651 schools reporting, 60 offered courses by corre- 
spondence. 


Table 1 . Sum mar ff of statistics of all private commercial 
, reporting, 1900 to 1929 


and business schools 
O 


Item 


r 1900 


Bchtwls reporting. 

Inslnirlore: 

Mon 

Women 


373 


1,413 

090 


Total....,, 2,112 

Stmlonls, (lay and night schools: ' 

Mpn 68,396 

Women .... 33,163 


* Total 01, M9 

Students In day schools 70.978 

eiudonts In night schools > 16,094 

ATomge attendance, day school* 

.\TBrago attendaooe, night schools ' 


Total average daily attendance 

KDrollment In schools reporting average 

attendance I 

Per cent of students attending daily 
Enrollmont by courses: 

Rook keeping course 50,382 

Stenogniphic course 34.506 

Combined course 

Telegraphic (wire) ooom^.a 

Telegraphic (wiroleas) course 

Accountancy 

Secretarial..., 

Sfldesmanshlp..: 


1.319 


1005 

I 

525 


?,0I6 

1.260 


3.276 

84,621 

61,465 


146,066 

113, 255 
34,205 


40,534 

15,676 


62,210 


72,604 

65,370 


8,933 


1910 

i 

541 

1.736 5 

1,200 


1916 


1930 


2,936 

72, 887 
61, 891 


134,778 

m, 746 
34, 032 

44,290 

14,503 


58,883 


47,703 

H868 

17,730 

2,004 


843 


2,396 

1.913 


902 


2,976 
a, 189 


4,309 

K 870 
88,416 


6, 165 

139. 551 
196, 481 


193,386 I 336,032 


130,431 

52,855 

60,804 ) 
22,670 ♦ 


214,606 

121,436 

103,388 
61. 274 


83,564 ' 164,662 


60,8^1 

73,303 

38,201 

3,050 


316, 647 
52 

106,852 

126,055 

53,430 

2,804 

2,384 

11,880 

23,071 

iM67 


1036 


730 


1,010 

2,195 


4, 106 

68,247 

120,116 


188,363 


120,383 
50; 060 

63,146 

27,013 


80,178 

171,471 
51 

41.717 

71,171 

31,600 

1,403 

770 

6,601 

33,80 

10.30 


4929 

I 


051 


1,801 

XJll 


<074 

58,541 

121,315 


179,760 


130,006 

50,251 

77,181 

31,216 
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Table 2. — Data Telative to enrollments in 74S private commercial schools according 

to size of cities 


Schools report- Schools report- 
I log increase In . ing d<^rrease In 
enrollment eorollment 

I since June, since June, 

I I92f>» 1 19251 


State 


t- 

I : - M 


o. 

a 


a 

a 


^ X 'I 

r/3 O a 


a 
o 

O ^ O 


a 

a 

o 


I 


a ! a 
a ; a 

O C 

»- L. 

O : C 


t 


Continental United States. 743 ) 75 45 I 70 W 49^ 77 


Alabama lo ! 

Arizona. | 3 1. 

Arkansas J 12 K 

CaU/arnia. > 1 41 | 

Colorado ifi i 


Connecticut - 

Delaware, 

District of Columbia. 


21 
1 

12 

Florida ; 15 

16 


Georgia 

Idaho... 

Dlioois.. 

Indiana. 

Jpwa 

Kansas.. 


Kentucky. 

Louisiana 

Maine 

Maryland. 

Massachusetts. 


5 

39 ' 4 

24 ; » 1 
22 , 2 
17 


2 

3 I 


4 I 3 . 

2 3 

...! 2 . 

1 1 

I ' 


Schools organ- | 
ized since June.i 

luor, I since JuD# 
1925 


Q> Q 
3 1 3 

O I o 


9 10 

55 29 

.... 1 


1 

3 ' 1 

...I 2 


‘?! 

5 I 
37 I 

19 
16 
11 

20 
5 


4 ! I 


Michigan 

Minnesota 

Misslsslbpl 

Missouri^ 

Montani..^ ! 

Nebraska I 7 

New Hampshire I 3 

New Jersey ig 

New York ! 71 

North Carolina ' 10 


North Dakota. 
Ohio. 


‘I 


3 

I 42 

Oklahoma ] 12 

Oregon 

Pennsylvania 


Rhode Island,,. 
South Carolina. 
South Dakota.. 

TeDoeasee 

Testa 


Utah 

Virginia 

WoabingtoD... 
West Virginia. 
Wboonsln 


OtUh/ing perU of the United Statu 

Hawaii. 


Philippine Islands. 
Porto Rlc 


4 C 0 - 


5 

55 

8 

8 

4 

17 

33 

2 

10 

13 

11 

11 


4 

19 


1 ' 1 

I 

4 3 

1 

...*' i 

l 2 

1 I 

1 . 3 


.... 1 
*3' “‘"i 
1 2 


2 

1 : 

I 

![ 

3 

1 

2!. 
1 . 
I . 


2 L 
T,; 
T\ 




^ s 
o ' o 

n 


11 

87 

1 — 


4 g- ' a 
3 3 

2 2 

o o 


II 14 


67 ! 37 93 


... 1 I 2 

2 

...' 1 5 

7 3 .4 

4 2 




3 i 1 


1 4 

I 1 


5| 


o'i 

ar 


1 1 

i .. 


3 1. 


-i I*' 


1 

1 1 

3 ’ 6 


6 I 5 

... 1 


... 2 ' 

4 ' 5 1 6 

2 3! 

2 I 
4 5 ' 8 


2 I. 


I 1 


1 

-.-I 3 

3 ! 11 4 


1 


12 


1 • 1 
3 


1 5 

I 1 

1 

3 ' 5 


I ; 

I 

1 ; 1 I 

3 ; 9 ' 

5 


3 I 
...I 


?! 


i ■; 
1 . 1 
2 r 1.5 


1 : 1 


•!.i 


1 ! 1 
...! 2 
I ! 1 
1 1 


T 


•t- 


3 ^ 2 
1 ! 1 


3| 




3 

1 I. 


1 

2 I 


1 I 

Tii 


: J.U.MW .. .tIU 

1 2!^**“ • popuUUon of 30,000 to 100,000. . < 

«01U«tutvlng«popuUtioii of 30,000 or hirar. ^ 


if 




PBIVA^ jDOMMBBOUli AND BUSmSSS SCHOOLS 5 

Table Z.—Di$tribuUon\ of atudmit, both day and evenina claaaea, in varioua cur- 
ricula in private conw^cial and buHneta echoola, according to previoua education, 
for (he year 1928-29 ( 



Eighth grade 
or less 

■ ~ — ^ — 

Some hlgb- 
school work 

High-school 

gr^uatlon 

Some college 
training 

Carriculum 

Schools 

Stu- 

Schools 1 

Stu- 

Schools 

Stu- 

Sehoois 

Stu- 

' a 

report- 

ing 

dents 

1 

X‘ 

dents 

report - 1 
ing 

dents 

report- 

ing 

dents 

1 

1 9 

1 

Zi 

* 

5 

• 

1 

7 

B 

t 

Bookkeeping... 

1 225 

6.104 

• 297 

8,627 

333 

17,729 

265 

8,180 

Btenographlc 

159 

1 3. Ifll 1 

1 229 

8,672 

278 

16,006 

217 

3,630 

Combined 

1 116 

1 2.316; 

173 

4,415 

198 

7.601 

135 

1,511 

Accountancy 

22 

1 269 

54 

763 

107 

2,085 

62 

703 

Secretarial 

55 

, 969 

115 

2,748 

121, 

10,667 

137 

2,186 

SsJesmanship ^ 


76 

25 

414 

41 

2,338 

10 

432 

BuslnesJ^ administration 

! 13 

^ 178 

23 

370 

50 

2,144 

27 

473 

Machine operating 

21 

1 132 

• 33 

519 

61 

2,333 

28 

466 

Total 

* 629 . 

1 

, 12. 105 1 

1 1 940 

26,428 

' J.349 

62, 003 

1880 

12,688 


1 Thl9 figure refera to total number of courses rather than to total number of scboola. A school 1 b oounted 
onoe for each of the listed courses it offers in both day and evening clasaea. 

Table 4. — Distribution of private commercial schools according to number of 
months required for graduation, 1928-29 


! Number of schools offering { Number of schools offering 
day curricula i night curricula 


Mohtha required for graduation 


Book* Steno- 
keeping graphic 


I 


10 . 

11 . 

12 . 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 
X. 

25. 

X. 

37. 

». 

». 

S2. 

34. 

16. 


5 . 

4 

10 
M I 
37 i 

I 

42 

42 

60 

17 

27 


Total. 


806 


1 

5 

11 

20 

30 

41 

32 

20 

16 

8 


217 


Com- 1 Book- 
bined I keeping 


4 

2 

8 

10 

12 

12 

61 

7 
0 

27 

8 


13 
0 ' 
8 ! 
1 




173 


1 

8 

a 

1 

4 

0 

10 

7 

33 

6 

1 

8 
10 

1 

26 

14 

4 

20 

1 

1 

1 

1 

6 

1 


Steno- 

graphic 


Com- 

bined 


176 


6 

0 

6 

6 

31 

4 

4 

6 

12 

2 

28 

12 

4 

10 


« 112 


16 

0 

9 

26 

8 

I 

I 

8 

II 

9 

1 

8 

4 

0 


M 


V4 


jptv 
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Btudenta. and attendance in all private commercial and 
t oustnesa actipola reporting, \ including both day and evening claaaes in 1928-B9 


State 


Continental States.] 

AJabama 

Arizona 

Arkansas 

CailfoTDla. . J I m ’ I ‘ 1 
Colorado 


Cponectlcut 

Delaware... 

District of Coliimbial'. 

Florida. 

Georgia. 


Idaho 

Dlinoia... 

Indiana... 

Iowa..... 

Kansas... 


Kentucky 

Louisiana 

Maine *r_I 

Maryland ’ 

^'Massachusetts. 


Michigan. _ 
Minnesota.. 


Mississippi. 

Missouri..., 

Montana..! 


Nebraska 

Nevada...::::::::;:^:::::::' 

New Hampshire 

New Jersey ... | 

New York 1!’. ! 


North CaroUna,. 
North Dakota.,: 

Ohio 

Oklahoma..!^ 
Oregon... ,!!I’y 


Pennsylvania... 
Rhode -island... 
South Carolina. 
SoQtb Dakota . 
Tennessee 


Texas. 

Utah 

Vermont 

Virginia 

Wa^lngton. 


Weet Vl^nia. 

‘Wisconsin 

Wyoming. 


(hUlfing of thi UnUed 
Siaiet 


HawaU 

Port^ I*hmds.^. ^. . . . . 


% 

Schools 
1 report • 
!. 

r 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Instructors 

Stud 

Men 

! 

‘ Wo- 
men 

i 

1 

1 

, Total 

1 

1 

Men ! 

1 

1 


8 

1,803 

4 

2.211 

i 5 

4.074 

« 

651 

58. .541 

10 

23 

• 35 

- \58 

^ 756 

I 

1 

’ 3 

' 4 

25 ♦ 

9 

12 

21 

33 

26.5 , 

32 

104 

115 

' 2)9 

2. 466 1 

10 

i 

27 

45 

72 

1,192 ' 

t 19 

39 

89 

; 128 

1,091 

2 

12 

H 

1 2:1 

312 ' 

7 

56 

2.5 

81 

-J, 188 

12 

15 

19 

34 , 

1 ’.45) 

10 

. 14 

20 

34 i 

i 398 

3 

3 

6 

> 9 

98 

38 

126 

172 

298 

5.806 

18 

54 

.50 

104 

2,046 

17 

35 

61 

96 

1.437 

15 

30 < M 

t 

90 

l,88p 

ft 

28 

37 

65 

781 

7 

10 

20 

39 

973 

4 

1 

, 11 

12 

76 

4 

4) 

20 

61 

694 

29 

VO 

134 

224 

2, 30l 1 

22 

61 

i V 58 

lid 

1,567 

10 


52 

1,009 

7 

5 


21 

1(72 

18 

117 

76 

193 

2,720 

4 

12 

11 

23 

634 

7 

16 

24 

40 

706 

1 

2 


2 

47 

4 

4 


15 

129 

14 

55 

' 2H 

1 83 

1.273 

71 

220 

340 

1 

560 

5,929 

8 

’» 1 24 

1 

33 i 

266 ‘ 

5 

5 

8 

13 1 

132 

45 

154 

147 

301 

5,13:1 

14 

29 

36 

fU5 , 

1. 175 

5 

9 

25 

34 1 

1 

656 

54 

192 

208 

400 ' 

5, 495 

5 

10 

18 

28 I 

1K5 

7 

9 

13 

22 : 

151 

3 

6 

6 

12 1 

263 

120 

26 

1 

40 1 

1,036 

21 


L ^ 

92 1 

1,653 

3 


F ^ 

7[ 

108 , 

1 

2 

^ 2 

4 

21 1 

8 

17 

23 

40 1 

780 , 

18 

57 

31 

88 

1,819 

9 

21 

25 

1 

46 , 

630 

12 

27 

28 

65i 

607 

1 

1 

1 

2 1 

15 . 

3 

0 

14 

( 

23 1 

A19 

. 1 

23 

• 7" 

30 

* 9fl0 

4 

8 

6 

14 1 

1S2 1 

■ i 


Students enroUed 


I ^’o- 

meu 


. I 


Total 


Aver- i 
age I 
> daily I 
I a i Lend- 
ance , 


Enrol). 

mem 

in 

schools 

repon- 

ing 

aver- 

age 

daily 

attend* 

ance 


le 




.SR MI ,121.215 1179. 756,116, 3W 


1.730 
200 
oai ' 
ft. 91 
2. 839 


. f 


2. 913 
• M4 

858 

1,056 

680 

294 
10. 984 

3. 532 
2, H46 
2. 798 

1.496 

1.506 

213 

181 

5,297 

3.582 
2,009 
261 
5, 376 
1.076 

.1,307 
131 
280 
1.545 
19. 140 


2. 486 
225 
808 , 
9.383 
4,031 

4.004 

856 

2.046 

1,507 

1,078 

392 
10.790 
5, 578 
4.283 
4. 681 

2.277 
2. 478 
289 
876 
7.658 

5rl49 

3.018 

363 

8,090 

1.706 

2. 013 
178 
409 
2. 818 
25. 069 


1. 407 

"3 I 
530 
5. 249 ! 
1,967 I 

2. -812! 

437 I 

1, 489 
909 
778 


965 1.231 

245 377^ 

10.067 15. 806 
2. 172, 3, 347 
1.300j 2,046 

11, 475 ! 10.970 


551 

383 

366 

2. 974 i 
225 
H7 ' 
792 1 
1,009 I 


737 

534 

(V3U 


4,027 
333 
108 
1.572 
•9. 428 


1.240 1 1.879 
1, 1K9 : 1. 796 
60 ’ 75 


I- 


036 

200 

237 


1.255 

860 

389 


161 
11. 571 
3. U22 
2.246 

2, 450 

1.306 

1. 714 
180 
758 i 

4,803 

3, 036 

2. 157 
280 

4,312 

1,027 

1. 144 

160 

295 

2, 153 
10,350 

064 
168 
10. 046 
670 

1. 755 

Ih 163 
473 
281 
416 

2. 384 

3,049 

' ‘12 
1,287 
2, HOO 

1,217 

1,457 

35 


1.030 

791 

301 


171,862 


2.486 

225 

868 

0.383 

4.031 

4,004 

856 

2.046 

1,507 

1,078 

392 
JO. 790 
6.092 
4. 016 
4,362 

2,277 

2.47B 

280 

875 

7,658 

6. 140 
3. 0)8 

363 

7. 071 
1.706 

2^013 
178 
400 
2 , 818 
25,060 

1.231 
377 
15, «00 
3. 347 
2.056 

11, 163 
737 
534 
029 
3, 663 

3, 027 
333 
106 
1.572 
3, 428 

1, 879 
1. 796 
75 


1.255 

860 

381 
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Table 6. Numbdr of atudent* in private commercial achoola receiving leachera’ 

certificates 



Num- Num- • 
' bwof berof ' 
All schools I stu- ' 
schools report- - dents 
report- ing | Riven 
ing . Hceose i-lloense 
' to I to j 
teach teach 


Stat^ 


ContfoentaJ U.8 ; 661 


63 


462 


Alabama 

Arizona 

Arkansas 

^ilifomia 

Colorado 


I - 


Connecticut- - 

Delaware 

District of Columbia. 

Florida 

Georgia 


Idaho... 

DlJnois.. 

Indiana. 

Iowa 

Kansas.. 


Kentucky 

Louisiana II 

Maine HH 

Maryland 

Massachusetts I 


Michigan... 

Minnesota.. 

MisslsBlopL. 

Missouri 

Montana.... 


Nebraska^ 

Nev^a 

New Flampahire. 

New J(\r»ey 

New York 


10 

1 

9 

32 

.r*o 

I 

19 

2 

7 

12 

10 

3 
38 
18 

17 
16 

13 
7 

4 
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Table 10 . — Total number of students pursuing oemain subjects in private commercial and business schools in 1928-29 
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